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WATER. 
By A. AUCHIE CUNNINGHAM, F. C. S., ETC. 

Water is an article with which no animal can tamper with 
impunity. Nor can the human race dispose of it and pick 
it up again at any time. 

When we remember that, approximately, three-fifths of 
our body is composed of water, and it is this liquid which 
conveys to every part of our frame the nitrogenous and non- 
nitrogenous substances which sustain animation. Moreover 
water is the solvent for various salts which require to be 
removed from our body as waste matters. This substance 
is constantly being given off by the skin, the breath, the 
urine and feces, and must therefore be taken into our 
systems in varying proportions in accordance with climate, 
occupations and general conditions. — | 

Water pure and simple, is never met outside of the chem- 
ical laboratory, and even there what is commonly called pure 
or distilled water. is not chemically pure, although for all 
practical scientific purposes, it is pure enough, notwithstand- 
ing it usually contains one-tenth grains per gallon of total 
solids, and sometimes more. | 

Rain is the purest form found in nature; but it contains 
various gases as, carbonic anhydride, carbonous oxide, am- 
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are in proportion to the composition of the atmosphere where 


dissolves small particles of the solid materials it comes in 


proportion, they are not sufficiently diluted to lose their 
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monia, sulphuretted hydrogen, nitric sulphurous and sul- 
phuric acids, in various proportions, collecting these from 
the atmosphere, and forming acids with the anhydrides, and 
hydrate with the ammonia, and as the last three are mixable 
with water they unite. The quantities of these ingredients 


it falls, as in cities the acids are high, while in the country 
it is comparatively pure. As soon as it reaches the earth, it 


contact with, fo an extent varying in quantity and quality 
with the nature of the rocks and soils it has touched, and 
increasing in amount, until it reaches the sea, which con- 
tains a larger proportion of saline matter than water from 
any other natural source; with a few exceptions, as Salt Lake 
and the Dead Sea. 

It is therefore apparent that it is not the water which re- 
quires to be examined, but the percentage and kind of 
matter it holds in suspension and solution. 

An average man consumes daily from three and one-half 
to five pints of water; one being taken in the form of solid 
food, leaving from two and one-half to four pints to be taken 
in the liquid form as tea, coffee, milk, beer, water, etc. It 
is therefore a matter of no small importance that the quality 
of this substance has much to do with the general health of 
a community, and of particular households controlling their 
Own water supply. 

This substance is responsible for much unhealthiness, and 
many a family in the country is always ailing, because of 
the water supply. As for example a well is often less than 
twenty feet from the house, and the cesspool not twenty feet 
from it; and thus alk manner of decomposing animal and 
vegetable matter is constantly finding its way into the water 
supply, both in the liquid and solid form, the former by 
percolating through the soil, and carrying with it the or- 
ganisms and poisonous matters, while though in a very smal! 


poisonous power. 

Surface wells are the source of — sickness at the pres- 
ent day, and mapy are but dilute solutions of urine and drain- 
age from excrement; not that I believe urine in a dilute form 
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never to be drunk without bad effects, because cases are known, 
but I believe this matter may be taken internally in a dilute 


form if it be that ofa healthy person, but when the water sup- 


ply is changed, the effects show themselves in various ways, 
just as morphine and other alkaloids may be taken regularly 
and systematically, and it is only when the patient ceases 
the use of the drug entirely, that the symptoms show them- 


selves, to a degree varying with the condition, and strength 
of the whole system. 


, When water is suspected and a chemical examination con- 
sidered advisable, the first thing to be done is to have a fair 


and good sample taken. The quantity required is about one 


gallon, and it must be taken in a glass bottle or bottles, 


metallic or earthenware vessels should never be used, as 
many waters contain substances which dissolve metals, thus 
rendering the sample impure; moreover they can’t be seen 
into, and a definite conclusion come to, regarding cleanliness. 
A good bottle is the Winchester quart which holds about 
half a gallon. In order to be sure the bottle is clean, rinse 


out with about an ounce of sulphuric or hydrochloric acid, 


seeing that the acid is allowed to run all over the interior, 
then wash free from the last traces of acid, by filling with 
water at least four times. Then when taking the sample, 
rinse out once or twice with water requiring examination, 


and take sample, if from a pipe, let the water run a few 


minutes first, so as to remove any stationary matter, or if 
from a well, pond or river, take it with the mouth of bottle 


about three inches below the surface, and thus avoid any scum 


getting in; fill to about an inch from tho top, and stopper or 
cork, seeing that they are clean; cover with linen or calico 
and tie down, attach label and seal so that it cannot be 
opened without breaking seal. Lutings of linseed, or plaster 
paris, must never be used. Keep in a dark place and dis- 


patch to the analyst as quickly as possible. 
_ Write the chemist if unable to see him personally, giving 
reasons for examination being considered advisable, also 


give full particulars as to surroundings and weather, if wet 


or dry, about time sample was taken. This enables him to— 
be guided in the examination, and saves useless estimations 


being made, which only means expense: 
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Therefore a mere examination of the amount of chlorine is 
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The first thing necessary is a qualitative examination as to 
the presence of decomposing organic matter by smell, on 
heating about a pint in a flask, closed, shaking and noticing 
odour, then the same test is made with permanganate of 
potash; secondly, we determine whether animal or vegetable 
impurities are present, by the bulk of chlorides shown with 
argentic nitrate, and thirdly we test for mineral poisons, as 
copper, lead, iron, arsenic, etc. When it is advisable to 
make a quantitative analysis for sanitary purposes the esti- 
mation of total solids, chlorine, free and albuminoid am- 
monia, oxygen consumed by moised combustion, poisonous 
metals, is necessary before a report can be made on the 
water, as to its quality for consumption. 

~The total solids in a water may vary in amount, but must 
never exceed forty grains per gallon. As an example, some 
of the water supplied to London contains twenty-six grains 
per gallon; while the Manchester water contains only four 
grains per gallon, and the water of Glasgow (Scotland) only 
two grains per gallon. From this we see that a high total 
residue can have no very injurious effects on public health, 
as London is healthier than either of the other two cities, 
other things as drainage, etc., being taken into consider- 
ation. | 

I have examined several samples of waters taken from 
wells in and near San Francisco; one contained 15.53 grains 
total solids, another 13.00 grains total solids per gallon, 
while a third 64.00 grains per gallon. In the latter, the 
water was condemned as it had a large amount of chlorine, 
and was contaminated with animal organic matter. 

Chlorine in water is usually combined with sodium but 
sometimes we find it combined with magnesium and lime. 
The presence is very important although a small quantity is 
beneficial rather than otherwise. But when high it is an 
indication of sewage. However, this is only in the case of 
animal impurities and its absence is no guarantee of the ab- 
sence of vegetable matter, which is certainly to be avoided. 


no proof of the purity of water should it only be found in 
small quantity. The only time the estimation of chlorine is 
all that is needed, is in the case of an outbreak of cholera, 
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or other epidemic, and the general characteristics of the 
water in the vicinity are known, and many samples require 
examination as quickly as possible, to determine the quality 
of the wells or springs in the district. Over five grains of 
chlorine will always cause suspicion, and a fuller examin- 
ation is necessary, before any definite conclusion can be ar- 
rived at by the chemist. This further examination is the 
estimation of free and albuminoid ammonia. When over 
eight-tenths parts per million of free ammonia is the result 
of the analysis, it usually proceeds from the fermentation of 
urea into carbonate of ammonia, and the water in question 
is contaminated with animal matter, in which case, the per- 
centage of chlorides is also high. 

However, much albuminoid ammonia, and little free am- 
monia, and absence of excess of chlorine is an indication of 
vegetable impurities. 

The oxygen consumed by moised combustion, is the com- 
plete oxidation of organic bodies, by means of permanga- 
nates; and a report stating that a sample does not contain 
over .0005 grms. per litre, means, the water is of first-class 
quality, while average water contains less than .003 grms. 
per litre, and bad water over that. The actual weight of 
organic matter in a water, is approximately equal to the 
weight of O. in the water, treated in this peculiar manner. 

Lastly, good water never contains over .2 grains per gallon 


of iron, and less than .1 grain per gallon of lead, copper, etc. 

Without a good laboratory, the necessary apparatus, and 
sure chemicals, it is ‘utterly impossible to make even a 
qualitative examination, as to purity of water for domestic 
purposes. Good water, is a clear, transparent colourless 


when in small bulk liquid, and should have no smell, and 
very slight agreeable taste. 


Very little blood circulates in the muscles when they are 
at rest, but the quantity is largely increased by exercise. 
In diabetes the blood conveys sugar to the muscles, where 
much of it probably becomes broken up by the action of a 
ferment, and this is supplied by physical exertion. In this 
way active exercise proves beneficial in such cases, when em- 
ployed advisedly, and under due precautions. 
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? DEBILITY OF ACIDS DIFFERENTIATED. 
By WILLIAM BOERICKE, M. D. 


All acids produce debility, languor, weakness. This is in 
consequence of the impaired nutrition they cause. 


Acetic acid is indicated in the most profound forms of 
debility in the course of diseases that tend deathward. Not 
only the profuse perspiration, the hemorrhage, the diarrhoea, 
the hectic fever, but also the cold extremities, dropsical effu- 
sion, great emaciation and marasmus, indicate the serious 

~ type of disease for which it is indicated. The general anemia 
with waxy skin, anasarca, emaciation and sweats, call for it. 


Sulphur acid debility shows itself more as atremor. There 
is a sense of tremor all over, not necessarily accompanied by 
objective trembling. This trembling sense is very charac- 
teristic. Frequently in women at change of life, and with it 
also the hot flashes, relaxed cold feeling at stomach, caus- 
ing a craving for stimulants. This trembling weakness is 
also associated in sulph. ac. with a quick, hasty movement; 
everything must be done in a hurry. 


Oxalic acid produces great muscular prostration, weight and 
powerlessness of limbs. ‘This weakness here is especially 
seen in the backache the drug calls for; back feels too weak 
to support body; great lassitude and weakness of limbs; 
acute pain in back, extending down thighs, seeks relief by 
change of posture; numb feeling, blueness, coldness, stiff- 
ness and immobility of limbs accompany the backache; pains 
worse when thinking of them; pain in spots; aphonia and: 
alteration of voice. 


Benzoic acid. The debility is less general and more local 
in its manifestations, as seen in its action upon the urinary 
organs. The weakness is shown in the irritable condition of 
the bladder that is produced, going on to eneuresis. Irritable 
bladder with muco-purulent discharges, enlarged prostate, 
often found in old persons, who complain of dribbling of 
strong-smelling urine. The guiding symptom to its use, is 
always, no matter what the disease, the character of the urine; 
it is high-colored and very offensive; the odor is exceedingly 
strong, pungent and offensive, and is present when the urine 
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is voided; it is not the ammoniacal odor of decomposing 
urine. Gouty patients, especially, are apt to be benzoic acid 


candidates; much pain in the joints, with gouty concretions 
or nodes. 


Carbolic acid debility is associated with headaches, spinal 
pain and tenderness. The headache is conjestive, like a band 
around the head, or neuralgic over right eye and often ac- 
companied by great acuteness of smell. Symptoms of acute 
dyspepsia, much flatulence, acidity, burning in stomach, 
showing its weakening effect upon the digestive tract. In 


flatulence of old age, depending on imperfect digestion, it is 
indicated. 


Lactic acid shows its debility in the stomach. Morning 


sickness in pale anemic women who lose large quantities of 


blood during menses, which usually last long; acid and pro- 
fuse perspiration all over. 


Muriatic acid. The greatest general prostration is met with 


in Muriatic acid. It is of such a character as is found in low - 


fevers, where the debility is so great that the patient slips 
down toward the foot of the bed and must be lifted up every 
little while. Again another accompanying symptom of the 
great prostration is inability to void urine unless the bowels 


are moved. He needs the rectal stimulus in order to get 
the bladder to act. 


The debility of Phosphoric acid is like that of china and 
calc. phos. resulting from loss of fluids and after sexual ex- 
cesses. It corresponds more to the chronic effects, while 
China meets the acute symptoms. Sometimes after mental 
emotions, grief, sorrow, homesickness or disappointments, a 
profound debility sets in with emaciation, night sweats, 
drowsiness, etc., congestive headaches, etc. This calls for 
phosphoric acid. Children who grow very rapidly, feel tired 
and as if beaten in back and limbs, need phosphoric acid. 
The debility of phosphoric acid is more of a nervous char- 
acter. Indeed, the very sources of ordinary loss of strength, 
diarrhoea, perspiration, polymia, etc., do not seem to weaken 


the patient as much as you have reason to expect. For in- | 


stance, in diarrhcea,, though the discharges are frequent, 
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profuse, etc., and have continued a long while, still they do 
not debilitate so much. Phosphoric acid does not cause 
serious blood changes, therefore it does not give us the pu- 
trescent symptom that call for Mur. acid. Bapt. Ars., etc., 
in typhoid, and in the action of phosphoric acid upon the 
nervous system, we fail to find a profound, disorganizing in- 
fluence. It is indicated in the functional debility from vari- 


ous causes. Here it helps to restore normal functional ac- 
tivity. 


Picric acid. Back aches, is numb, loins weak, numb 


limbs, legs blue and cold. It causes almost complete immo- 
bility of lower extremities. Jtemember its paroxysms of 
dyspnoea (as in spinal meningitis). 


Nervous exhaustion inits sphere. A remedy that causes much 
deeper effects upon the nervous system, whose symptoms 
indicate very serious lesions there, is Picric acid. Every- 
thing points to a profound depression and anemia, going on 


to softening. The remedy produces a weariness, from a 
slight fatigue on motion to paralysis, a mental inactivity with 
indifference, want of will power to do anything, and a desire 


to lie down and rest. It corresponds to symptoms of 


neuraesthenia—Brainfag. It has severe headaches, begin- 
ning in occipital region and then extending forward and 


downward worse, slightest use of brain better, pressure. 
The slightest exertion brings on speedy exhaustion. This is the 


grand characteristic of picric acid. 


Phosphor. resembles picric acid in causing fatty degenera- 


tions and in softening of brain and spine. Similar‘also in 


the sexual symptoms, but in phosphor. the lasciviousness is 
more marked. Similar also in brainfag, from study, etc., 


‘but phosphor. has more irritable weakness as is shown by over- 
sensitiveness to external impressions. Hence the senses are 


very acute, sensitive to noises (music), odors, electric 


changes, excitability. 


Picric acid and these similarly acting remedies are fre- 


quently indicated in overworked patients, especially if ment- 
-ally overtaxed. Men whom close study or perplexing busi- 
ness matters have broken down. As Dr. Sam Jones, the 
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prover, admirably puts it, picric acid extinguishes that qual- 
ity we call grit, physiologically grit being volition compell- 
ing function, matter obeying mind. Akin to picric acid in 
brainfag is silicea, but the silicea patient has grit; though he 
feels ‘‘ played out,” he can become interested, and then he 
works and works so thoroughly that bye and bye he gets ex- 
hausted from overwork. In short, the silica patient, though 
he dreads exertion, mental oz physical, will warm up to it 
when once started. 


Picric ac. has marked excitement of the sexual organs, 
shown by priapism and profuse emissions. Erections very 
violent, 2 common symptom in spinal diseases, and it is in 
chronic cerebro-spinal disease that Pic. ac. will come into 
play. It has cured Loco-Motor Ataxia. The sleep of such 
patients is disturbed by the most violent erections. Legs 
heavy, weak, numb, trembling—prostration from least exer- 
tion. General sense of lassitude. Difficult to move linbs. 


Both Acetic and Sulph. ac. have profuse perspiration with 
great debility, both have cough with hemorrhage from 
lungs, both have diarrhcea with great weakness, and both are 
useful in hectic fever. Acetic acid has in addition the swell- 
ing of the lower extremities, the cold extremities, greater 
emaciation and marasmus. It is indicated in a more ad- 
vanced stage. 


Sometimes after injuries, bruises to soft parts, when arnica 
proves insufficient, soreness and stiffness remains, Sulphuric 
acid will follow well. Skin shows blue spots—ecchymoses, 
Livid spots, scars turned red and blue and hurt. 


It is complementary to Pulsat. Cases but partially relieved 


by Puls. may require Sulphuric acid. 


Chelidonium—There is a class of patients who frequently 
need chelidon. They are those sallow faced individuals who 
have attacks of liver troubles every little while, with awful 
constipation, loss of appetite and rapid emaciation. ‘They 


wither in aday. Such patients are frequently found among 


women who have passed the menopause.—Kent. 
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Ophthalmology and Otology. 


ConpucTED By H. C. FRENCH, M.D. 


IN MEMORIAM. 
DOCTOR GEORGE SALMON NORTON. 


It is with a deep sense of personal bereavement that we 
pay this small tribute to the many virtues of our departed 
friend. At the time of his death Dr. Norton was the recog- 
nized head of the ophthalmological department of our 
school, the world over, and he had few peers in the entire 
domain of his chosen specialty. He was born at New Marl- 
borough, Mass., Dec. 8th, 1851, and died of pleuro-pneumo- 
nia, at his home in New York, on January 3lst of the present 
year (1891). He wrung from adversity a professional career 
of the brilliancy of which more favored aspirants might well 
be proud. He was Professor of Ophthalmology in the 
College of the New York Ophthalmic Hospital, also in the 
New York Homeopathic Medical College, succeeding Dr. 
- Liebold in that position in 1886. He was ophthalmic sur- 
geon to the Free Hospital for Children, and a member of 
the surgical staff of Ward’s Island Hospital for many years. 
Besides these and numerous other evidences of his recognized 
worth, he honored almost every society of our school in his 
State and the nation with his membership, and in all was an 
unquestioned, and almost supreme authority upon all quest- 
ions of ophthalmology. A profound and indefatigable 
student, his modesty and gentleness of character won for 
him a warm place in the hearts of his admiring collaborators. 
_ His chair in the ophthalmic clinic was always the center of 
a group of hungry minds, eager for the ordeal of his merci- 
less quizz because in it they found the door to true knowl- 
edge. He impressed all alike with his earnestness, sincerity 
and conscientiousness as a tireless delver in his chosen field 
of scientific labor; and as a result of his fidelity and self- 
sacrifice, he has left, in his ‘‘ Ophthalmic Therapeutics,” the 
most complete and reliable work upon the eye that has thus 
far found a place in homeopathic literature. As a teacher 
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he was earnest, sincere and ever faithful; requiring of his 
pupils that perfection of knowledge which was his own ideal. 
It is seldom that in an organization of such physical frailty 


we find contained so much mental and moral force and en- 
durance. His services to science and humanity deserve a 


higher tribute than it is in our power to bestow; and as with 
fraternal affection we place our poor memorial over against 
this bright name in the annals of our infant school, the sad 
query comes to our mind, who shall be able quite to fill the 
vacant place? It is pleasant to express the assurance to his 
bereaved family, that they have the sincere and profound 
sympathy of the entire homeopathic profession in this 
mutual and irreparable loss. 

Good-night ! Lie down in peace, thine earth-life done, 
To-morrow thou shall rise again, to find 

Release from bands that held thy prisoned soul, 
And soar to heights, before by thee unknown. 

Through death’s dark door we pass to life and light— 

And hope’s fruition under warmer skies; 

Through death alone thou findst relief from pain, 

And all the hampering forces of the flesh; 


Freed from the leash of dull mortality, 
Thy regal spirit rests at last in God. 


HAYES C, FRENCH. 


Colleges and Hospitals. 


The State Homceopathic Society of Washington. 


Our state society convenes this year at Spokane Falls, 
May 12th, and I want you to feel that you are personally in- 
vited and are expected to be present. If you are not a 
member, you are most earnestly requested to join with us 
and add your efforts to make this our infant society a vigor- 
ous one to the end, that its growth may be healthy and its 
age enduring. We have made a good beginning and our 
showing very creditable, but it is necessary to successful 
growth and progress that you give it your individual efforts 
in all legitimate ways to further its highest and best. in- 
terests. 
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Meet with us—Give us a paper, euter into discussion, and 
in all ways make the session interesting and instructive. Do 
not forget this is a duty you owe your principles and school 
of practice. Our president has suggested making this a 
vacation. Why not act upon it and ‘‘do good while you 
have opportunity ?” 

Should this meet the eyes of any of our homeopathic 
brethren in Oregon it will be an invitation to attend also. 
As both our societies are not overstocked, an interstate 
society might be considered in order, the combined strength 
of the two would be of much importance in matters of legis- 
lation and mutual aid. 

Come and meet with us and let us all enjoy this season— 
come together with the earnest purpose of mutual enjoyment 
and profit. 

Reduced rates will be arranged for over the N. P. R. R. 
to those desirous of attending. EF. W. Souraworrts, M. D. 


Los Angeles County Society. 


The semi-annual meeting of the Los Angeles County 
Homeopathic Medical Society, assembled in Dr. J. Mills 
Boals office, February 18th, 1891. The foliowing officers 
were elected for the ensuing term: President, EK. W. Clark, 
M. D.; Vice President, C. B. Dickson, M. D.; Secretary, 
F. P. Hoy, M. D.; Treasurer, A. E. Wheeler, M. D.; 
Censors, Drs. Lummis, Salisbury and Shorb. 

We gladly welcome Dr. J. W. Reynolds who has returned 
to our city and opened an office 125 W. Ist street. 


Oregon State Society. 


_ The Homeceopathic Medical Society of the State of Oregon 
will hold its Fifteenth Annual Meeting May 13, 14 and 15th, 
in the parlor of the Hotel Portland. It is the duty of every 
homeopathic physician in the State to be present to take a 
part in the important business that will come before the So- 
ciety. ‘lhe officers mean to do all they can to make this the 
most interesting and instructive meeting ever held in Port- 


land. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Editorial Notes. 


GovERNOR MarkuHam has failed to realize the very reason- 
able expectations of the Homeopaths of California. He was 
elected to his position by the Republican party without 
reference to sect or school, but it seems that he deliberately 
ignores a large’ and influential homceopathic sentiment in 
the State and is willing to be known as the Governor of but 
a portion of the people. 

We hoped for better treatment from Governor Markham, 
but the same fear that has made moral cowards of his prede- 
cessors has evidently been too strong for this latest aspirant 
for gubernatorial honors. 

These remarks are induced by the announcement of the 
appointment of the State Board of Health, every member of 
which is an Allopath. In the face of the fact that the Gov- 
ernor is a firm believer in Homceopathy, and employs a 
homeceopathic physician in his family, this action is perfectly 
unaccountable except on the supposition of cowardice. The 
CALIFORNIA HomcopaTH worked earnestly and conscientiously 
for the election of Colonel Markham believing that we as 
Homeeopaths would receive that honest recognition which is 
our just due. That we are disappointed is a mild statement 
of our feelings. A mé@gnificent disgust for Henry Markham 
fills our soul, and the belief has settled into a conviction that 
no man occupying a high elective position in California dares 
emancipate himself from the degrading bonds of established 
customs. In making up the Board of Health the Governor 
unable apparently to find seven Republican Allopaths com- 
petent for appointment deliberately chose a Democrat of the 
old school rather than yield a place to the Homeceopathic phy- 
sician. This isan emphatic disregard of justice as discredit- 
able to Governor Markham as it is insulting to the Homeo- 
paths of the State, and we frankly confess that we did not 
believe the Governor capable of such an act of unwarranted 
favoritism. 


We apologize to the homeopaths of California for the part: 


we took in the election of Henry Markham to the position 
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he has shown himself so conspicuously unfit to hold, and 
trust that the day is not far distant when our beautiful State 
may be blessed with a chief magistrate who possesses at 
least the courage of his convictions. 


THANK Heaven the medical ‘‘ cinch” bili died a natural 
death in the Legislature. We are glad that the gentlemen 
in Sacramento recognized the infamous intent of this effort 
of the allopaths of California to arrogate to themselves the 
entire control of medical affairs in the State. It is fortunate 
for us that the bill was killed in the Assembly, for had it 
passed, we fear that it would have met with the approbation 
of the Governor. Any man who is so blind to the best in- 
terests of his constituents as Governor Markham has shown 
himself in the selection of the State Board of Health, would 
certainly be capable of signing any bill however unjust that 
was proposed and championed by the sect whose servant he 
has proved himself to be. 


_ On May, the 15th annual meeting of the California State 
Homeopathic Medical Society will be held in San Francisco. 
We trust that every member of the Society will avail himself 
of the opportunity to meet his brethren in a harmonious and 
instructive session. There are scores of homeopathic phy- 
sicians in the State who have never joined the Society, and 
this disinclination on their part has been a loss to the So- 
ciety as well as to themselves. If every one of these gentle- 
men would come into the fold, attend the meetings and take 
an active part in the proceedings, the California State Hom- 
ceopathic Medical Society would occupy a conspicuous place 
among her sister associations, Don’t hold back any longer 
gentlemen, but come down to the Bay next month and we 
guarantee tbat it will be one of the most interesting experi- 
ences of your life. | C. L. Tispanz, M. D. 


Magnes. phos.—Ague with violent cramps and blueness of 
extremities. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


| Correspondence. 


LOS ANGELES LETTER. 


Los ANGELEs, CALIFORNIA, March 22d, 1891. 
EpIToRs CALIFORNIA Homa@opatH.—Although late, I will, according to 
promise, briefly as possible give you the details of the organization of the 
Southern California Homceopathic Medical Society. 

For some time past there has been a growing sentiment among the phy- 
sicians of Southern California that we should form a society. This portion 
of the State comprises such a vast extent of territory, we are necessarily sep- 
arated by long distances. By organization we can the better co-operate in all 
matters concerning our common cause, and the mutual advantage of acquain- 
tance, thereby increasing a closer and more sympathetic relation with each 
other. It has been a source of surprise, and no little criticism, that so few 
of our southern physicians have not identified themselves with the State 
society. It is chiefly because of distance, loss of time and no little expense 
for us to leave our work and go to San Francisco, where most of the sessions 
held, making it difficult to take an active part inits proceedings. To wait 
for the physicians of this section to join the State society means, we fear no 
no organization for along time. For this, and many other reasons, on Decem- 
ber 9th, 1890, in the City of Los Angeles, several of our practitioners from 
various sections of Southern California met and formed the Southern Cali- 
fornia Homeopathic Medical Society. 

Dr. E. A. Clarke was chosen president pro tem, and Dr. E. C. Buell, Sec- 
retary. The permanent organization resulted in the election of the following: 

President, Dr. H. R. Arndt, of San Diego; First Vice-President, Dr. E, 
A: Clarke, of Los Angeles; Second Vice-President, Dr. J. B. Stiles, of San 
Bernardino; Secretary, Dr. J J. Bleeker, of Pasadena; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Dr. D. Lummis, of Los Angeles; Treasurer, Dr. H. 8. Stambach, of 
Santa Barbara; Board of Censors, Drs. Hodge, Van Norman, Shay, Salis- 
bury and Johnson. 

There will be an annual and semi-annual meeting each year, the first 
taking place in Los Angeles, April 8th and 9th, 1891. An inviting program 
is being prepared. The chairmen of the various bureaus are making special 
effort to have interesting papers. 

To members of the State society I reiterate the sentiment, most emphat- 
ically expressed at our organization, that we do not intend to conflict or 
oppose you in any respect. On the contrary, we hope to be the means of aid- 
ing the State society and act in conjunction with you in matters educational, 
legislative or any other way tu advance our common interests. We shall 
send delegates to the May session, and trust at our semi-annual meeting in 
October to see a large delegation from the State society. 

Through our State Journal, the California Homceopath, we extend a 
cordial invitation to all Homceopathic physicians to attend our first meeting 
next month, and help by your presence and good cheer to make this gather- 
ing what we all nost earnestly desire, pleasant and profitable to all. mes 


K. A. CLARKE, 
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A CGORRECTION. 


GRASS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA, March 17th, 1891. 
EpIToRS CALIFORNIA HoM@OPATH.— Will you please have, under ‘“srraia,” 
in next number, attention called to the following typographical errors: 
| In third line from top of article, read ‘‘ covered” instead of ‘‘ showed” ; 
and in line fourth from last, ‘‘ unusually” instead of ‘‘ usually.’’ 


J. L. COOMBS. 


Suggested Topics. 


PaTTerRSON, N. J., January, 1891. 

Ep1ToRS CALIFORNIA HomMaoPpaTH:—I send you listof topics simply as 
suggestions from the committee for work to be done in the sections of 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

Materia Medica.—‘‘The Demands of Modern Séience in the work of 
Drug Proving.” ‘‘Improvement of our Present Symptomatology--Is it 
practicable and to what Extent?’ ‘‘ Arrangement of Drug Symptoms for 
Study and Reference.” ‘‘ Repertories and Indexes.” ‘*‘The Pharmacy of 
Triturations.” 

Homeopathic Therapeutics.—‘* Homeopathic Therapeutics as Affected by 
Recent Development in Bacteriology.” ‘‘ Homeopathic Therapeutics of 
Constitutional Predispositions.” ‘‘The Probable Homceopathic Uses of 
new but Unproved Drugs.” | 

If any additional subjects occur to you, please write me to that effect. 
Awaiting an early answer, I am, Yours truly, 


THEO. Y. KINNE. 


Personals. 


Mr. E. W. Runyon has returned from his trip to Portland, Oregon. 


Don’r forget the meeting of the State Society onthe 15th day of May 
next. 


Doctor Lain has located in Vallejo. We wish her the success she 
deserves. 2 


Dr. J. W. ReyNowps has returned to Los Angeles and opened an office 
j at 125 West First street. 


Dr. H.N. Cross, of Stockton, made a brief visit to this city and called 
at the publication office of the HoM@opaTH. 


Tux Southern Journal of Homeopathy has a kind word to say of the 


HoM«opaTH’s labors to have a representative on the State and City Board of 
Health, 


-_ 
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Dr. CHas. L. T1isDALE has been nominated for a position on the Board 
of Education of Alameda. We congratulate that city. 


SomE Homeceopaths of Texas are talking of starting another journal. 
What’s the matter with The Southern Journal of Homeopathy? 


Dr. HonyoKke, of Ontario, Cal., has been in town for a week or so 


spending his honeymoon. The doctor reports business as ne in 


that part of the State. 


Tue Journal of Homeopathics, a journal devoted to Fincke-ism first, and 


Homeopathy next, is dead. In many respects it was an excellent journal 
and we mourn its loss. 


WE recently had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Cross, Jr., of Stockton, 
during the doctor’s brief visit in San Francisco. We hope to see more of 
him next time he comes tothe city. 


A. A, CUNNINGHAM, F.C.S., the author of the interesting paper on Water 
in the present number of the HomMa@opatH, makes chemical analyses of all 
kinds, and also instructs students attending medical colleges for their pro- 
fessional examinations in chemistry. 


R. R. Batpwin, M. D., Class of 90, H. M. C., has located at Iowa City, 
Placer County, about fifteen miles from Colfax. Iowa City is an enterprising 


place of about one thousand population, without a physician. We congrat- 
ulate the Doctor on his wise selection. | 


TuE first meeting of the new Southern Homeceopathic Society will be 
hefd on April 7th and 8th in Los Angeles. (See letter in present number.) We 
hope the physicians in the northern part of the State will send representa- 
tives. ‘They will be treated well in every way. 


THOSE INDEBTED TO THIS JOURNAL,—and they are very numerous at the 
present time, will please send in the ameunt of their indebtedness at once. 
From the first of May on, we shall send monthly statements to every one 


owing us a cent. So, to avoid being dunned, please send on your postal 
notes. 


Dr. SamuEL S. Goy, of Visalia, Cal., desires a successor, as he will re- 
move to San Francisco before many months. He has a good patronage in 
Visalia, and his remarkable success m establishing homosopathy in that 
vicinity makes the place a desirable one for some younger man. Address 
as above. 


THE CALIFORNIA HOMGOPATH is anxious to represent the Southern 
Homeopathic Society of this State, and we hope to have for our next, not 
only a complete report of their meeting, but some of their most interesting 


papers. Why not publish them entire in conjunction with the State Society 
proceedings? 


a 


"Seto 


= 


= 


> 


; 
| 
{ 
| 
4 
| | 
1, 
"4 
7] 
Lt 
\ 
$ 
hy 
‘4 
| 
te) 
Pry» 
4 
‘ 
13 pe 
Rs 
of, 
ki 
uf “ 
ad 
fat 
| 
‘ 
> av 
— 
| 
iff 
ry | 
- 
| 
| 
oA 


Reep & CARNRICK, the enterprising manufacturing chemists, have 
opened an agency in San Francisco, owing to the large demand for their ex- 
cellent preparations. They have recently introduced several new prepara- 


tions; also realy fine toilet soap and delicate velvet skin powder, which we 
can cordially recommend. 


Dr. H. M. Smita, of New York, paid us a visit during his flying Califor- 
nia tour, and we were glad to see him. Dr. SmirTu first visited California 
twenty-one years ago, when there were but about ten homceopathic phy- 
sicians in San Francisco, and he sees a great change both in homeopathy 
and in San Francisco, showing evidence of much prosperity. 


A. AUCHIE CUNNINGHAM, F. C. §., a talented analytical chemist, has 
opened an office in No. 14, Chronicle Building, San Francisco, where he de- 
votes himself to all kinds of analytical chemical work, such as the examina- 
tion of food, oils, water, poisons, etc. Physicians desiring the services of a 


competent man to examine urine, etc., will do well to employ Mr. Cunning- 
ham. 


THE last we heard of our own State medical bill was from The Examiner, 
which had this item: ‘‘Barnard, of Butte, endeavored to move a considera- 
tion of the medical ‘cinch’ bill but was met with a storm of objections.” 
We presume the bill has been tabled or waste-basketed, and will remain so 
until the next annual allopathic attempt to have it resuscitated. The bill 
failed to pass we have just heard upon going to press. 


ALLOPATHIC legislation has received some knock down blows of Jate. 
Their bill was vetoed in Washington, knocked out in Louisiana and Texas. 
The Homeopathic substitute bill was adopted in New York. Their bill was 
defeated in Alabama, while in Montana an allopathic board was ordered: by 
the court to grant a certificate to a homeopathic physician who refused to 
submit to an examination, the court holding that a diploma from a reputable 
college was sufficient evidence of qualification. 


- Tar Portland Homeopathic Pharmacy, a branch of Boericke and 
Runyon’s San Francisco establishment, has been opened during the past 
month and meets a long felt wantin that community. The entire support 
of the homeopathic profession in the North west is promised. It is strictly 
a first-class establishment and complete in every respect. The manager, 
Mr. Breckenfeld, has for many years, been indentified with homeopathic 
pharmacy and will make an able representative of Boericke and Runyon. 


Miric Acid—Constant eructation, violent cramp like pains 
as if the abdomen would burst. 


Phosp. Acid—Urine milky, with jelly-like bloody pieces 
and pain in kidneys. Passes much at night. 


. 
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Book Reviews. 


A System of Practical and Scientific Physiognomy; or How to Read 


Faces. By Mary OLMSTEAD STANTON. In two volumes, profusely illus- 
trated. Philadelphia and London: F. A. Davis, 1890. 


For persons scientifically inclined, and physicians should be such, there 
can be no better investment than to procure these two handsome volumes, 
gotten up in the best style of our friend F. A, Davis, of Philadelphia, Not 
only will they form a pleasing addition to the library, but a most interesting 
and useful one, Physicians should be good physiognomists, and it is es- 
pecially notable that physicians of the homeopathic school have paid far 
greater attention to this interesting science than have those of the allopathic 
school. Our materia medica is full of symptoms relating to the countenance, 
not only to the varied signs that disease imprints thereupon, but the ap- 
pearance of the face in health, the complexion, the eyes, mouth, nose, etc, 
The author of the above work sets forth many interesting theories, which, 
although perhaps not satisfactorily proved, are at least very plausible, and 
furnish a new field for investigation and study, We have heard it stated 
that some Oriental physicians are able to diagnose any disease by simply 
looking at a patient without asking any questions. If that be true there 
certainly is much for our own physicians to learn in the line of physiognomy,. 
Indeed the author claims that the work is of special value to the physician, 
enabling him to ‘‘ understand by a glance at the face the inherited strength 


or weakness of all the internal organs, thus assisting him in his diagnosis 
of disease.” We can heartily commend the work. 


Diabetes; Its causes, Symptoms and Treatment. By C. W. Purpy, M, 
D. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis, 1890. 


This little work contains the present status of knowledge of the subject 
of diabetes in a most practical and concise form. 

The chapter on the treatment is an exhaustive one, and embraces in a 
thorough manner the question of diet and general hygiene, which the phy- 
sician of any school can study with benefit. The work forms number eight 
of the physician’s and students ready reference series which are neatly 


printed and handsomely bound, and as a series they are a most desirable 
acquisition to the library of the physician. 


The Evolution of Sex. By Pror. GEDDES and J. ARTHUR THOMPSON. 


Humboldt Publishing Company: New York, 1890. Two double num- 
bers, at thirty cents each. 


This.is the latest publication of the Humboldt Library, and is up to the 
former issues, if it does not surpass them. It is finely illustrated and treats 
the subject in an exhaustive manner. The Humboldt Library is an excellent 
institution and every physician should keep on hand a catalogue of their 
publications. The prices are cheap; single numbers, 15 cents, and double 
numbers, 30 cents each. And they bave published some excellent scientific 
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works, among them are several by Herbert Spencer, Charles Darwin, Prof. 
Huxley, Tyndal, Proctor, Ribot, etc, Send to 28 Lafayette Place, N.Y. for 
list of their publications. : 


Principles of Surgery. By N. Lenn, M. D. Philadelphia and London: 
F. A. Davis, 1890. 


This enterprising publisher has added another volume to his valuable 
publications, which seems to us to be a very timely book. Prof. Lenn is 
well known as an able teacher and surgeon and this work on the Principles 
of Surgery bears testimony of a thorough acquaintance with the most 
advanced knowledge of surgical and pathological knowledge. The recent 
great discoveries relating to the etiology and pathology of surgical diseases 
have made the text books of only a few years ago old and almost whorthless. 
It has been the aim of the author to fill the want for a modern treatise on 
the principles of surgery, and take into account the vast advances made in 
the past few years—advances that have well nigh revolutionized the practice 
as they have overthrown the old theories that ruled but a few years ago. 


The work is illustrated by 109 wood engravings, carefully drawn and execu- 
ted. 


The Guiding Symptoms of our Materia Medica. By C. Herne, M. D. 


Volume VIII. Philadelphia: Published by the Estate of Constantine 
Hering. 


The peculiar excellence of Hering’s Guiding Symptoms is acknowledged 
by all who have used the previous volumes. The iast volume issued con- 


_ tains the remedies from Nat. phosph to pulsatilla inclusive. We are very 


grateful to have so large an addition to the materia medica and trust that 
the succeeding two volumes which will complete the work will soon be ready 
for subscribers. As our readers know, Hering’s Guiding Symptoms contain 
all the characteristic and also clinical symptoms of the materia medica; the 
latter not being included in Allen’s encyclopedia or hand-book, making this 
complete record of them almost indispensable to every homceopathic physi- 
cian. The work of the editors, Drs. Rane & Knerr, is an arduous one, but 


most ably performed, and they deserve the grateful appresianon of the 
whole profession. 


Clinical Items. 


Guiaicum—Pleuritic stitches between the scapula; worse 
in spring; stiffness of left side of neck and shoulders. 


Eupator. purp. —Suppression of urine with restlessness. 
Burning and smarting in. urethra with constant desire; in- 
continence in women. 
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Conium—Violent vulvar pruritis with pressing down of 
the uterus. 


Allium Cepa.—Ciliary neuralgia following cataract extract- 
ion. Profuse lachrymation with the pain. 


internal chilliness. Haemorrhoids and ulcers. Fissures 
with exudation of offensive moisture. Ulcers on perineum 
near anus. Dr. Murdock has secured results by the use of 
sweet oil medicated with croton tig. in anal fissure. 


Petroleum—Neuralgic occiputal headache extending for- 
ward. Vertigo with numbness, stiffness and nausea. 


Kah Hyd.—Ptyalism with irregular ulceration of the mucus 
lining of the mouth. 


Selections. 


ON THE USE OF REMEDIES IN BLEPHARITIS 
MARGINALIS. 


By H. H. CRIPPEN, M. D., New Yorxk Ciry. 


When invited to furnish a paper for the Southern Homceo- 
pathic Association, my first intention was to cover the whole 
ground of diseases of the external parts of the eye, those 
diseases with which the general practitioner meets in his 
every-day work. But, on looking over my headings, as I 
collated them, it was at once apparent that too much time 
would be consumed. Therefore, I confine myself to point- 
ing out, in a practical manner, those remedies which I have 
found most efficacious in blepharitis marginalis, or inflamma- 
tion of the margins of the eye-lids, hoping that from the 
few hints given under each remedy you may be able to rea- 
son to its further application in ocular diseases. 


ber, on the one hand, that, though here local conditions are 


Paeonia—Pasty diarrhoea, followed by anal burning and 


Let me premise a little more by begging you to remem- 
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largely dealt with, constitutional symptoms, -if clearly 
marked, are of first importance. Do not allow a local objec- 
tive symptom to blunt the keenness of your discrimination in 
the recognition of those signs which point to well-marked 
dyscratic conditions. On the other hand, if you would be 
successful in the treatment of blepharitis marginalis, it is 
essential to relieve all strain upon the eyes, whether this be 
due to an error of refraction or whether it be caused by 
muscular insufficiencies. If you fail in this, the removal of 
the cause, your patient will be the subject of repeated 
attacks, even under the most careful prescribing. 


With this brief introduction we will proceed to consider 
the following remedies: 


Antimonium crudum has rarely been used in inflammation 
of the margins of the eyelids, but from the prompt manner 
in which it cured a very long-standing case of blepharitis, I 
am convinced that it deserves more careful study. The case 
to which I refer was that of a young girl who had suffered 
from red and swollen eye-lids for many years, following a 
bad attack of small-pox. The margins of the lids were swol- 
len, red and marked here and there by small pustules, which, 
on breaking down, were covered with crusts. The external 
canthi were roughened and tended to crack, and about the 
nostrils and mouth she was affected by an occasional crusty 
sore eruption. Her family physician advised bathing the 
eyes with cold water, and she found from the first application 
that this greatly increased the tendency to soreness and 
cracking in the canthi. Antimoniwm crudum 6 very speedily 
relieved all the eye symptoms, and within a few weeks the 
eyes were entirely normal. 

The prompt action of the remedy in this case points out, 
it appears to me, that we must class if as a valuable remedy 
for blepharitis. I would sum up its indications briefly thus: 
eye affections arising as sequelle of the exanthemata; redness 
and inflammation of the margins of the lids, with vesicles 
which break down, forming crusts; eczematous crusts about 
the angles of the nose and mouth, all aggravated by bathing 
the face and eyes with cold water. 

Here, perhaps, it will be noted that I differ from Farring- 
ton, who says Antimonium crudum ‘‘is distinguished from 


| 
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Graphites by the fact the rawness is confined to the canthi, 
whereas under Graphites the inflammation involves the whole 
border of the lid.”” From what I have said it is evident that 
both Graphites and Antimonium crudum are indicated in mar- 
ginal inflammation, but Graphites will be differentiated by 
pale, red margins with a crusty, scaly condition, while Anit- 
monium crudum corresponds better to thickened, swollen, 
deep, red margins, with vesicles here and there. 


Alumina is the second remedy for discussion. If we re- 
member the characteristic dryness produced by the action of 
alumina upon all mucous membranes it will not be at all dif- 
ficult to fix in mind those symptoms which point to this rem- 
edy in blepharitis. There is redness and thickening of the 
margins of the lids-with excessive itching in the canthi, 
which, as under antimonium crudum and graphites have a 
tendency to crack here, particularly on account of the dry- 
ness of the lids in this portion. The blepharitis of alumina 
is always accompanied by the peculiar dryness of the con- 
junctiva which this drug produces, and this is usually de- 
scribed by the patient as a stiffness of the lids. Further 
than this, we may differentiate from graphites by the fact 
that the alumina blepharitis lacks the scaley eruption, which, 
in the former drug, accompanies the cracking of the canthi 
and extends downward and outward toward the external mar- 
gin of the orbit. 


Argentum nitricum we use for blepharitis marginalis when 
the edges of the lids are thickened and indurated, when they 
are covered with thick crusts and are of a very deep red 
color. Since induration is here the characteristic of argen- 
tum nitricum, it is evident that this remedy is particularly 
adapted to very old cases of marginal imflammation. There 
is also marked relief in the open air. Noting the similarity 
of the symptoms of this remedy to those of pulsatila, Far- 
rington says, ‘‘ when argentum nitricum ceases to act, a dose 
of pulsatilla interpolated helps,” but this remark applies 
rather to conjunctival affections than to the indurated condi- 
tion of the margins of the lids. Here we would prefer to 
follow argentum nitricum by hepar, petroleum, silicea or sul- 
phur. 
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Graphites is one of the best remedies for those slight de- 
grees of marginal inflammation of the eyelids where the 
change progresses but little beyond a hyperemic condition. 
There is only slight discharge which dries into the flaky 
scales that we see among the cilia. Don’t forget that, ina 
scrofulous child, when there is an eczematous condition of 
the outer canthi, with a dry, cracked, crusty appearance ex- 
tending outwards towards the external margin of the orbit, 
graphites is very characteristically indicated, no matter what 
the ocular disease may be. In the clinic here, where we see 
many scrofulous, ill-nourished children, I have succeeded in 
curing in a wonderfully prompt manner, some very grave eye 
lesions by prescribing graphites upon this objective symptom 
coupled to a dyscratic constitution. 


Under mercurious we find thickening of the edges of the 
lids, a scrofulous constitution, aggravation at night and from 
heat, as from the heat of the lamp in the evening. Charac- 
teristic object symptoms are, that here and there on the mar- 
gin of the lid, amid the scurf, are found small superficial 
ulcers, and with the marginal inflammation there is a flow 
_ of excoriating acrid, mucous discharge from the conjunctiva. 


Petroleum is one of our.newer remedies for blepharitis 
marginalis. Under this remedy the edges of the lids appear 
red, raw, and moist. When we consider that petroleum con- 
tains a large proportion of carbon, it is not surprising that 


it approaches closely to graphites in its action on the margins 
of the lids. 


Both remedies correspond to these troublés in dyscratic 
conditions. Both have, characteristically, an eruption be- 
hind the ears of those children who are subject to these eye- 
troubles. But, remember that the marginal inflammation of 
graphites only just passes beyond the hyperemic condition, 
the lid-margins are only slightly red, though they may be 
thickly covered with scurf; while under petroleum we have 
deeply red, raw, moist margins, approaching more toward 
an argentum nitricum condition. Graphites, too, exerts a 
greater effect on the external canthi. | 


Sepia has ‘‘scaly eyelids,” and is not to be neglected in 
the treatment of marginal blepharitis when occurring among 


> 
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women. Together with lidiwm tig. and cimicifuga, it formsa 
group of remedies exceedingly valuable in the marginal in- 
flammation of the eyelids, that arises from asthenopic 
troubles reflexly produced by uterine disease. 


Hepar sulphur I have come to regard, as indicated by red, 
thick lid margins, where little points of pus appear at the 
roots of the cilia. These minute abscesses are raised only 
slightly above the level of the surrounding swollen tissue, 


if an eye-lash be removed a portion of the contents of the 
little abscess clings to it. Perhaps you have prescribed 
other remedies apparently with some effect for a time, for 
the pustules come and go in crops, a characteristic of hepar. 
Withal the lid is sore and sensitive to the touch, and warm ap- 
plications afford relief. 


Natrum mur. is particularly useful for that form of ble- 
pharitis arising from the constant congestion of the eyelids 
which depends upon the ‘‘ eye-strain,” especially if the strain 
is caused by muscular insufficiency. In addition to this, it 
is indicated in scrofulous children with inflamed, glutinous 
eyelids, who are affected by moist scabs in the angles of the 
lips and nose, eruptions at the border of the hairy scalp and 
general emaciation. 


Calcarea carb., sulphur and arsenicum are more particu- 
larly indicated in blepharitis marginalis by their constitu- 
tional symptoms than by any local objective condition. 


Still we may say, in a general way, that arsenicum is indi- 
cated where the edges of the lids appear excoriated and where 
there is considerable burning, from which the patient finds 
relief in warm applications; that calcarea is best suited to the 


lous children after the acuteness of the marginal inflamma- 
tion has passed; and, in conclusion, that sulphur should 
precede calcarea in beginning the treatment of a long-stand- 
ing case of blepharitis where the child seems to lack power 


of re-action.— Proceeding of Medical 
Association. 


but are collections of pus apparently in the hair-follicle, for . 


chronic thickening of the lids which often remaims in scrofu- 
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HYOSCIN, 


the active principle of hyoscyamus, has recently been iso- 
lated, and has come into quite general use in the old-school 
as a remedy for mania. Its value in acute mania I have cor- 
roborated several times. 

Recently a lady, st. 36 years, who had been suffering from 
acute mania for several weeks, resisting the prescriptions of 
two excellent physicians, was found greatly prostrated by 
the violent delirium, loss of sleep and insufficient nourish- 
-ment. Hyoscin hydrobromate, grs. iij, of the third decimal 
trituration, secured sleep after three doses at intervals of 
three hours. The mania was promptly controlled, the patient 
passing into a state of quiet delirium, which gradually disap- 
peared with returning strength. 

The principal uses I have made of hyoscin has been in the 
treatment of the violent form of delirium so frequently asso- 
ciated with typhoid fever, and less often with pneumonia. I 
have suggested it in half a dozen cases, seen in consultation 
with physicians in and about Philadelphia, with excellent 
results. The favorable influeuce is so uniform that the ten- 
dency will undoubtedly be to the too frequent administra- 
tion, the customary abuse of a valuable medicine to which 
we must all plead guilty. We are warranted, I think, upon 
clinical grounds, in considering the action of hyoscin as dif- 
fering from that of hyoscyamus. In support of this state- 
ment, I would say that, in the cases just referred to, hyoscy- 
amus had been given to five of them, and in three it was 
given in material doses, of course with failure, hyoscin then 
proving successful. 

In the remarks upon agaricus, it was suggested that the 
narcotics were probably not thoroughly homeopathic to the 
cerebral condition present in these cases of typhoid fever. 

The far greater degree of success following the use of 
hyoscin in the treatment of this group of symptoms strongly 
supports the hypothesis of diversity of action. The third 
decimal trituration of Mercks’ hyoscin hydrobromate, grs. 
j-1), every one to three hours, repeated according to the 
urgency of the symptoms, is the preparation recommended. 
As soon as the delirium becomes quieter in character, the 
doses should be administered at longer intervals. After it 


~ 
; 


SELECTIONS. 123 


is well controlled, it is sometimes necessary to give a dose 


or two during the evening. and night, the usual period of 


aggravation. I have been impressed that hyoscin acts par- 


ticularly well in connection with alcoholic stimulants; also, | 


an ounce of clear, strong infusion of coffee occasionally is a 
most valuable stimulant in typhoid fever and acts well in 
connection with hyoscin. The green preparation, made by 
Keith and called hyosciamin, has proven more useful, I 
think, in cases having prominently pulmonary, intestinal or 
other features of the disease; hyoscin acting better when the 
whole brunt of the disease is borne by the nervous system. 
This preparation has also done good service in typhoid 
pneumonia, manifesting marked control of the cough as well 
as of the delirium. The latter symptom, however, is the 
one which has led me to prescribe in each case. The pre- 
paration used has been the first decimal trituration, grs. j, 


one to three hours, according to the urgency of the symp- © 
toms, promptly diminishing the dose with improvement. It 


is highly important to remember the number of derivatives 
of hyoscyamus in use, their widely differing strengths and 
doses. I have used two preparations bearing the same 
name, but manufactured by different chemists—one with a 
maximum dose of } grain, the other 1-100th grain.—W. C. 
Goodno, M. D., in Hahnemannian Monthly. 


Clinical Observations on Some New Pharmaceutical 
Preparations. 

In a paper read before the Thirty-fourth Quarterly meet- 
ing of the North Central Ohio Medical Society, held at Mans- 
field, Ohio, September 16, 1890, id R. Harvey Reed, of 
Mansfield, says: 

‘*‘ Every age in medicine and surgery has had its fanatics, 
who seem to live for little else excepting to ride some partic- 
ular hobby to death; whilst, on the other hand, every age 
has had its old fogies who would rather perish than turn an 
inch to the right or left of the old time-worn rut of their 
forefathers. 

‘‘The hundreds of worthless ‘new remedies’ that are 
placed before the profession for their patronage from year to 
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year, is enough to disgust them with all new remedies. It 
seems to me that many of our manufacturing chemists spend 
the bulk of their time seeking for something that is new, re- 
gardless of its real merits or value. 


‘“* Tf only they can strike the profession with a ‘new rem- 
edy’' of some description or other, they are perfectly happy. 


‘* But with all these criticisms we must admit there is now 
and then a new remedy comes to light which has real and 
lasting merit, which in a large degree atones for the defects 
of many of its worthless compeers.” 


Then after referring most favorably to the non-irritating 
preparation of cascara sagrada, prepared by Mr. J. Le Roy 
Webber, Ph. G., the author makes the following statement 


as to his experience with pancrobilin: 


_ Tn this direction, however, we have another ‘new rem- 

edy’ which has gradually engrafted itself into my good 
graces, which is becoming more and more permanent the 
longer I use it. This is what is known as ‘ pancrobilin’ and 
it is a combination of pancreatin and bile, and placed upon 
the market in form of a liquid and a pill, of which two I con- 
sider the latter more preferable. 


_ ‘In cases where there is a diminished quantity, or even 
an absence, of these natural products, especially the bile, re- 
sulting in the distressing complication of intestinal or duo- 
denal indigestion, | have found this preparation of decided 
value by assisting the intestinal digestion until the normal 
functions of the liver and pancreas, but especially the for- 
mer, could be established. 


‘In constipation attended with flatulence, the result of 
an inactive liver, 1 have found this remedy of great value, 
promptly relieving the flatulence, and producing natural col- 
ored stools of a normal consistency, in place of the pale ash 
colored feces, or the dry, hard scybala, of the chronic dys- 

‘* After a careful trial of some three years in a variety of 
cases affected with constipation resulting from congestion of 
the liver, and in cases in which there is an atonic condition 
of the coats of the bowels resulting in intestinal indigestion, 
i am frank to say that I know of no two remedies that will 
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give as prompt relief to these conditions as the ones under 
consideration. 

‘‘In the one class of cases the pasuuesultna supplies the in- 
testine with an artificial supply of bile and pancreatin, which 
digests the food that otherwise would not be digested, thus 
giving relief until the real difficulty with the liver can be 
overcome. In the other class of cases the cascara sagrada 
tones up the intestine, increases the secretions, which in 
turn facilitate digestion, and relieves the constipation.”— 
American Lancet. 


The Muscles of Expression. 


The muscles that give our features their multiform expres- 
sious .arise from the bony structures of the face, and are in- 
serted into the nose, lips and angles of the mouth. But they 
also enter into the skin of the visage in every conceivable 
direction, moulding it into all sorts of folds, dimples and 
furrows according to the impulse that happens to set them 
in action. ‘The nerves that supply the feature muscles are 
mostly derived from the tempero-facial and cervico-facial 
branches of the facial nerve, or nerve of expression; and the 
contraction of these muscles, either singly or combined, 
developes ever varying changes in the human countenance, 
ranging from the simplest forms of expression to hideous 
facial distortion. In proportion as the muscular develop- 
ment and consequent expression of passion in the features is 
less perfect, the facial nerve is of smaller size. In elephants 
it is very large; in birds it is minute, and has no existence 
as a nerve of expression. When the muscles supplied by the 
facial nerve are paralyzed, there is total loss of expression 
on the affected side, and the mouth is drawn in the opposite 
direction; this becomes more marked when the patient 
smiles. 

The occipito-frontalis muscles, when moderately con- 
tracted, causes an expression denoting attention; when 
further contracted, it wrinkles the brows transversely, and 
expresses astonishment or surprise. The pyramidalis gives 
an aspect of menace. The superciliary muscle denotes pain. 
The orbicularis palpebrarum indicates. disdain; its superior 
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orbital portion, reflection. (In facial paralysis, this muscle is 
seldom affected). Laughter is illustrated by the great zygo- 
matic; and grief by the lesser zygomatic and corrugator 
supercilii combined, which wrinkle the forehead in a verti- 
cal direction. The compressor nares puckers the skin of the 
cheeks towards the side of the nose, and is said to betoken 
sensuality and lechery, especially when associated with con- 
traction of the frontal, great zygomatic, and transversus. 
The triangular muscles of the lips signifies contempt; and, 
when powerfully contracted, discontent. The depressor anguli 
oris portrays disgust. The platysman myoides, by depressing 
the angles of the mouth, helps to mark melancholy and hypo- 
chondriasis, and its contraction is often diagnostic of thoracic 
and abdominal diseases. The buccinator muscles draw the 
cheeks inwards, giving a characteristic appearance of hunger. 
The levator labii superioris alevue nasi often gives the face 
a characteristic expression in peritonitis. It elevates the 
upper lip and ‘side of the nose, and illustrates weeping and 
wailing ; but it needs the aid of the masseter, temporal and 
pterygoid, to demonstrate the ‘‘ gnashing of teeth.” L. L. 


. JAUNDICE.— When the flow of bile within the hepatic duct 
is mechanically obstructed, as by gallstones, solidified bile, 
hydatids, foreign bodies from the intestines, swelling, con- 
striction, or ulcer of the duodenum; or when it is arrested 
through compression of the duct from without, as by tumors, 
enlarged glands, abdominal aneurism, pregnancy, or accu- 
mulations of fwces, the bile-ducts and gull-bladder become 
over-full, and excessive bile is absorbed by the veins and 
lymphatics, producing pigmentation of the skin or jaundice. 
When the obstruction is not mechanical, it is due to poison 
circulating in the blood, as in malaria and the various spe- 
cific fevers, snake-poison, pyzemia, etc. ; mercury, phosphorus, 
copper, antimony, chloroform or ether; or to mental emo- 
tions, concussion of the brain, congestion of the liver, 
cirrhosis, constipation, or deficient oxygenation of the blood. 
In all these instances of jaundice without mechanical obstruc- 
tion, the bile is obviously free to pass through the intestines; 
but that portion which is absorbed apparently remains in the 


. 
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blood unchanged. Therefore jaundice from obstruction is 
usually the more intense variety, for the absorbed bile is 
then but slowly changed by the nutritive process. In all 
forms of jaundice, the ingredients of bile are invariably 
found in the urine. 


THEINE IN NEvuratota.—Prof. J. K. Bauduy, of St. Louis, 
(Weekly Med. Review, Aug. ’89), finds this drug curative of 
sciatica and supraor! ital neuralgia, the dose being from one- 
fourth to one-half grain, hypodermically, as near the seat of 
pain as possible, even down tothe sheath of thenerve. This 
was his result after all ‘‘ classical remedies” had been tried. 
He says further, in coficlusion: 


‘* It is strange that the potency of this drug should be so 
little known to the profession. It certainly produces more 
permanent effects, the treatment of this affection, without 
superinducing any unpleasant or even noticeable systemic 
manifestations, than any other remedy with which I am ac- 
quainted. I can honestly recommend its trial to those of my 
professional brethren who have had no previous experience 
with it, believing that the result which they obtain will not 
be very dissimilar from those which I have just related.” 


VeERTIGO.—Salicylic acid and its salts, belladonna and 


atropia, coculus indicus, gelsemium, sempervirens, cannabis 
indica, opium, alcohol, and nitrate of silver, when adminis- 
tered in large doses, are all capable of producing vertigo. 
Some of them, especially gelsemium, coculus, and the sali- 
eylates, also occasion fantastic and inco-ordinate bodily 
movements, such as falling over to the right or left side, 
(usually to the right), or spinning around in circles, Vertigo 
is also excited in some persons by tobacco-smoking, violent 
sneezing or nose-blowing; by syringing the ears with cold 
water, and by the abuse of tea or coffee. Many cardiac, 
hepatic, renal, and gastric derangements may excite vertigo, 
notably gout, lithzenia and liver troubles; or any disturbance 


of the cerebral circulation or brain. Disease of the semi- 


circular canals in the ear is also a frequent cause. 
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tion at the time, and to-day, probably nine.out of ten physi- 


~ ache as after filling. Teeth feel too long.” On the follow- 
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A Core For NocrurnaL Envuresis —According to 
Dr. Van Trenton, of La Hayne, in a paper before the Inter- 
national Congress, nocturnal enuresis of children is due to 
the insufficiency of the spincter vesice, which allows the 
urine to flow into the upper portion of the urethra from 
which it is then expelled by the reflex action of the detrusor 
urine. It cannot be due to distension of the bladder, be- 
cause children wet the bed two hours after retiring. His 
treatment consists in preventing the urine from running into 
urethra by raising the foot of the bed. He has made four- 
teen cures in this way, taking the additional precaution of 
having them empty the bladder just before retiring, and of 
giving them no liquid at this time.— Practice. 


PARTHENIUM HYSTEROPHORUS. 


A proving of parthenium hysterophorus by Dr. B. H. B. 
Sleight, of Newark, N. J., was published in the May number 
of the Recorder of the year 1886. It excited but little atten- 


cians know nothing about the remedy, for it is not men- 
tioned in any of the text-books. It has one very marked 
symptom that should commend it to every practitioner and 
rescue it from oblivion, for the simple reason that no other 


remedy has the same symptoms so prominent, if at all. The 
marked symptom is ‘‘ teeth on edge.” We cannot reprint 
the entire proving, but the following is a sketch of it: Five 
drops of the tincture produced at once a full feeling in the 
head, pressing from within. Ringing in the ears followed; 
then, ‘‘ upper teeth feel ‘on edge.’” ‘‘ Upper incisors ten- 
der at socket when biting.” ‘‘ Sudden pain in upper teeth.” 
‘‘Pain in frontal eminence has returned and continued. 
Teeth ‘on edge’ and tenderness in sockets. Upper incisors 


ing day; ‘‘Same tenderness at sockets of upper incisors 
when biting.” ‘‘ Upper teeth ache and feel too long.” ‘‘Ach- 
ing in lower left molars.” ‘‘ Teeth ‘on edge.’” Again, after 
three days, on taking two and a half drachms: ‘‘ Upper in- 
cisors commence to ache. Aching and bursting pain in nose 
remains; nose feels swollen.” ‘‘ Teeth ‘on edge.” There 
were, of course, other symptoms. but the one noted stands 
out with peculiar prominence. Parthenium hysterophorus is 
a Cuban plant.— Recorder. eae 
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